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that a whole week elapsed before he found that a Prayer
Book had been left behind, A strong, but waning, passion
for cross-bows ruled in the school, and led him to deplore
the price of whalebone; and the loss of a ferret engaged
him deeply* That he was still something of an urchin is
evident from the glee with which he noticed that " a man
came here to-day with a nest of hedgehogs. If I had
known where to have put it, I should certainly have bought
one to keep Fanny's guinea-pig company, for he must be
very solitary/' But the passion for promiscuous livestock
fades all too early; and he was soon ah*wlx>d in those
more occult processes of mind and body, which are believed
to minister to the formation of character* He fought with
his fists, proceeded with becoming pauses through the
various Removes of the Fourth Form, wrote Latin verses
on Lord Nelson's victory at the Nile, assisted in the execu-
tion of the '* boy whom we tossed in a blanket for stealing
four shillings/' and played his part in an unheroic mutiny
which collapsed completely before a judicious threat of
expulsion* Sometimes he fought " the Clods/' sometimes
his peers* One catches a glimpse of an anxious house*
master's wife fluttering round him, as he returned, black-
eyed and bleeding at the nose, from a battle with " a great
boy called Salisbury, twice his siae/' It was waged (as
such battles should be) on the ledge of grass ' behind school/
conveniently adjacent to the Crown and Anchor, from
which respectful seconds brought two pots of water and
a lemon. His gigantic adversary, succeeding later to a
baronetcy, buried his ferocity in the Church, But Palmer*
ston never lost a faint air of the Milling Ground.

More adult interests were soon aroused by a seat of
learning where visiting parents of distinction still tended
to arrive behind lour horses with stars gleaming on their
coats, and young noblemen out shooting secured " three
skylarks, two titlarks and two sparrows/' Promoted to
the Remove and dignified with the title of Temple senior
by the arrival of a younger -brother, he discovered the
easier Latin writers and corresponded with a young friend